
 
The Federation of Women’s Institutes of Northern Ireland 

 

~𝐂𝐡𝐚𝐫𝐢𝐭𝐲 𝐨𝐟 𝐭𝐡𝐞 𝐘𝐞𝐚𝐫~ 
 

𝑈𝑝𝑑𝑎𝑡𝑒: 
 

The Federation of Women’s Institutes of N.I. is introducing a Charity 

of the Year initiative — an opportunity to unite our collective efforts 
and create a greater, more focused impact. 

 

Following extensive member engagement through Facebook, email, 
Institute discussions, and individual submissions, three charities have 

now been shortlisted. These organisations reflect both the values of 

WI NI and the issues that matter most to our members. 
 

This initiative represents a step forward for the Federation — bringing 

members together around a shared purpose and amplifying the 
incredible work already being done across our Institutes. 

 

By supporting a Charity of the Year, we have the opportunity to make 
a lasting difference to communities across Northern Ireland, while 

strengthening the bonds that unite our WI members. 

 
Ahead of the AGM on Wednesday 25th March, we are pleased to 

present a closer look at each charity to support informed decision-

making. 
 

𝑃𝑙𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑒 𝑠𝑒𝑒 𝑏𝑒𝑙𝑜𝑤 𝑑𝑒𝑡𝑎𝑖𝑙𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑜𝑢𝑟 𝑡ℎ𝑟𝑒𝑒 𝑠ℎ𝑜𝑟𝑡𝑙𝑖𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑐ℎ𝑎𝑟𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑒𝑠... 
 

 

--MND Association Northern Ireland 

--Air Ambulance Northern Ireland 

--Cancer Focus Northern Ireland 
 



𝟏. ~𝐌𝐍𝐃 𝐀𝐬𝐬𝐨𝐜𝐢𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧 𝐍𝐨𝐫𝐭𝐡𝐞𝐫𝐧 𝐈𝐫𝐞𝐥𝐚𝐧𝐝~ 
 

𝐂𝐡𝐚𝐫𝐢𝐭𝐲 𝐨𝐟 𝐭𝐡𝐞 𝐘𝐞𝐚𝐫 𝐅𝐞𝐚𝐭𝐮𝐫𝐞: 𝑴𝒐𝒕𝒐𝒓 𝑵𝒆𝒖𝒓𝒐𝒏𝒆 𝑫𝒊𝒔𝒆𝒂𝒔𝒆 𝑨𝒔𝒔𝒐𝒄𝒊𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏 

𝑵𝒐𝒓𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒓𝒏 𝑰𝒓𝒆𝒍𝒂𝒏𝒅 
 

Today we’re shining a spotlight on the MND Association Northern Ireland, one 

of our three shortlisted charities for WI NI’s Charity of the Year 

 

𝗪𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝗶𝘀 𝗠𝗡𝗗? 

Motor Neurone Disease is a rapidly progressive neurological condition that 

affects the brain and spinal cord. It can impact a person’s ability to walk, talk, 

eat and breathe. Many people are living with MND in Northern Ireland at any 

one time. Tragically, about a third of people die within a year of diagnosis and 

around half within two years.  

 

𝗪𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝘁𝗵𝗶𝘀 𝗰𝗵𝗮𝗿𝗶𝘁𝘆 𝗱𝗼𝗲𝘀 𝗹𝗼𝗰𝗮𝗹𝗹𝘆: 

The MND Association Northern Ireland provides practical help, advice and 

emotional support for people living with MND, their families and carers. They 

connect individuals with specialist equipment, small grants, trained volunteer 

visitors, peer support groups, and signposting to local services.  

 

𝗪𝗵𝘆 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁 𝗺𝗮𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗿𝘀: 
MND is devastating not just for the person diagnosed, but for families and 

communities. Because there is currently no cure, local support services and 

equipment provision make a huge difference in quality of life for people living 

with this condition — and fundraising helps ensure these services can continue. 
 

www.mndani.com 
 

 

 

http://www.mndani.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZjM5UUxOSTc1bXM4TUQxcnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6qkCNE6sh9hz80h7yb5bFujTimQzgNP6iixUGBW_c9FTYSgkcNKb6wyxsmsA_aem_9ok59qodnOoNTIWWh1bESQ


𝟐. ~𝐀𝐢𝐫 𝐀𝐦𝐛𝐮𝐥𝐚𝐧𝐜𝐞 𝐍𝐨𝐫𝐭𝐡𝐞𝐫𝐧 𝐈𝐫𝐞𝐥𝐚𝐧𝐝~ 
 

𝐂𝐡𝐚𝐫𝐢𝐭𝐲 𝐨𝐟 𝐭𝐡𝐞 𝐘𝐞𝐚𝐫 𝐅𝐞𝐚𝐭𝐮𝐫𝐞: 𝑨𝒊𝒓 𝑨𝒎𝒃𝒖𝒍𝒂𝒏𝒄𝒆 𝑵𝒐𝒓𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒓𝒏 𝑰𝒓𝒆𝒍𝒂𝒏𝒅 

 

Meet another of our fantastic, shortlisted charities — Air Ambulance Northern 

Ireland. 

 

This essential charity delivers advanced pre hospital critical care via helicopter 

to people in Northern Ireland who are seriously injured or unwell. It operates 

daily, flying a crew of pilot, doctor and paramedic to scenes like road accidents, 

falls and medical emergencies — bringing life saving care directly to the 

patient.  

 

𝗟𝗼𝗰𝗮𝗹 𝗶𝗺𝗽𝗮𝗰𝘁 𝘀𝘁𝗮𝘁𝗶𝘀𝘁𝗶𝗰𝘀: 
Since it started, the Air Ambulance service has responded to thousands of 

emergencies — averaging around two call outs per day — and can reach 

anywhere in Northern Ireland in around 25 minutes.  

 

𝗪𝗵𝘆 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁 𝗺𝗮𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗿𝘀: 
Although the clinical crew are provided through the health service, the 

helicopter, aviation costs and fleet are funded by charity donations. It takes 

thousands of pounds every day to keep this service running — and your support 

helps ensure that urgent medical care reaches people quickly, no matter where 

they are in our province.  
 

www.airambulanceni.org 
 

 

 

 

http://www.airambulanceni.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZjM5UUxOSTc1bXM4TUQxcnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5XQZb9dzuHGs96kv9uqctVOvgdKGbadcGiXEsABAuCsLJ7h60s-qKakboSkA_aem_WcmeRp8GmaH-DkrW-TpN3Q


𝟑. ~𝐂𝐚𝐧𝐜𝐞𝐫 𝐅𝐨𝐜𝐮𝐬 𝐍𝐨𝐫𝐭𝐡𝐞𝐫𝐧 𝐈𝐫𝐞𝐥𝐚𝐧𝐝~ 
 

𝐂𝐡𝐚𝐫𝐢𝐭𝐲 𝐨𝐟 𝐭𝐡𝐞 𝐘𝐞𝐚𝐫 𝐅𝐞𝐚𝐭𝐮𝐫𝐞: 𝑪𝒂𝒏𝒄𝒆𝒓 𝑭𝒐𝒄𝒖𝒔 𝑵𝒐𝒓𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒓𝒏 𝑰𝒓𝒆𝒍𝒂𝒏𝒅 
 

Our third featured charity is Cancer Focus NI, a leading organisation providing 

support, information, and prevention programmes across our province. 

 

𝗟𝗼𝗰𝗮𝗹 𝗰𝗮𝗻𝗰𝗲𝗿 𝗶𝗻 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗲𝘅𝘁: 
In Northern Ireland, around 10,300 people are diagnosed with cancer each year 

— the equivalent of more than 28 people every day. Many people and families 

are affected at some point in their lives, making local access to support services 

vital. 

 

𝗪𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝗖𝗮𝗻𝗰𝗲𝗿 𝗙𝗼𝗰𝘂𝘀 𝗡𝗜 𝗱𝗼𝗲𝘀: 
This charity is deeply embedded in communities, offering personalised support 

— from counselling to family support — and health promotion aimed at early 

detection and prevention. They also work on education and outreach, ensuring 

people across NI can access vital services close to home.  

 

𝗪𝗵𝘆 𝘆𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁 𝗺𝗮𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗿𝘀: 
With rising cancer incidence year after year and ongoing pressures on health 

services, support from charities like Cancer Focus NI makes a real difference — 

from reducing isolation for families to providing practical services that the 

health system alone cannot always deliver.  

 

www.cancerfocusni.org 
 

 

http://www.cancerfocusni.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZjM5UUxOSTc1bXM4TUQxcnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR59NyqJDRRQN4M2E22GZbvTOBKnCq0-H33iy4_XE5Vtu8hoNETYZFu8RYkOPw_aem_XIaETdBlFWIo_EZtEFk5tw

