
 

Federation of Women’s Institutes of Northern Ireland 

Minutes of the Federation of Women’s Institute AGM held on Thursday 27th March 2025 in The 
Europa Hotel. 
  

Apologies  

Apologies were received from Lady Anthony, Janette Kells, Augher, Fourtowns and Tobermore.  

Welcome 

Brenda welcomed everyone to the meeting and read an apology from Lady Anthony wishing 

everyone well.  

Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed. 

 

Matters addressed: 

Treasurers Report – Sheelagh McRandal: 

- The adoption of year end accounts and our accountants MB McGrady. Seconded by Chrisine 

Rankin, Ards Area Executive. 

- Noted that the £5 increase in membership fees allowed for a profit in accounts. 

- It was encouraged that more people buy the magazine. 

- Balmoral – profits down from previous years so there were plans to rethink the tearoom. 

- Investments sitting at £169,000. 

Federation Chair Report – Brenda Richardson: 

Brenda welcomed everyone to the afternoon sessions. 

Greetings from invited guests: 

Jeryl Stone    Chair - National Federation of Women’s Institutes 

Mary D’Arcy    National President - Irish Countrywomen’s Association 

Mary Burney     National President - Scottish Women's Institutes   
 

Kay Simpson    Northern Ireland Chair - Townswomen’s Guild 
 

Diana Thompson   Chairman - The Women’s Forum Northern Ireland 
 

John Henning OBE   President - RUAS  
 

Richard Beattie   President - Young Farmers' Clubs of Ulster 
 
William Irvine    President - Ulster Farmers’ Union 
 

Councillor Micky Murray   The Lord Mayor of Belfast 
 



Brenda welcomed guest speaker Rebecca Edwards – BEM, Olympic Champion Rower spoke 

of her career and journey. 

Presentation – Cup Winners 

Thanks to all – Brenda Richardson 

Vote of thanks – Olga O’Neill, Kells and Connor 

Seconded – Avril Kidd, Broughshane 

 

 

 

 

Signed_______________________________ Secretary_______________________ 

Brenda Richardson, Chair    Date______________ 

 


