
 
 

Sub-Committee Reports – AGM 2026 
 

Arts Sub-Committee Report – AGM 2026 – Margaret McCracken, Chair 

This is the Arts Committee Report for events during 2025-26.  

We held a very successful Music Festival in Templepatrick Presbyterian Church Hall on 

Saturday, 5th April 2025. There were 4 solos and 7 WI choirs entered – Armoy, Ballyblack, 

Crumlin, Kells & Conner, Randalstown, Richhill and Quoilie and Slemish Area choirs. The 
adjudicator Kirsty Orr, a very talented musician, opened proceedings with a choir ‘warm-up’ 

– which included the audience. This was very much enjoyed by all and a great start to a very 

successful day. After each class, Kristy gave advice and shared her experience and 
knowledge which was very beneficial to all. 

Balmoral Show is where we showcase the paintings of those members who would like to sell 

them. Members have been successful in selling their paintings in our gallery – so If any 

members would like to send their painting to Balmoral 2026 for sale, please contact the 
office for details.  

A very successful Festival of the Spoken Word was held at Templepatrick Presbyterian 
Church Hall on Saturday, 11th October 2025.  There were 69 entries in 6 different classes. It 
was welcome back to our adjudicator Arthur Webb who is a very well-known and 
experienced adjudicator. He congratulated all on the high standard and give great advice 
and critique after each class. 

The Annual Coffee Morning and Arts Festival was held on Friday,13th February 2026. The 
theme for painting section was ‘Autumn’. While the number of paintings entered was down, 
there was a good entry for Handwriting and Calligraphy and 4 entries for the 3D 
Decoupage. The judge was artist Julie-Ann Richmond who praised the high standard of 
work.  The Coffee Morning was well-supported and it was a very enjoyable morning. 

We were in Templepatrick Church Hall again on Saturday, 7th March for the Drama Festival. 
This was another very successful and enjoyable day. Armoy and Muckamore performed 
plays and there were sketches from Crumlin, Maghaberry, Moneymore, Randalstown and 
Spa. It was well-supported which is great encouragement for all the actors. The adjudicator 
Mrs Shelagh O’Brien, a retired Drama teacher, commented on how well the casts worked 
together with speech being well projected.  Everything was well written and each 
performance was very entertaining. She commented on the standard of Drama in the WI and 
it was a great credit to everyone taking part. It was a great day of entertainment. 

We are looking forward to a another very successful Music Festival on Saturday,18th April 
2026 when I hope the choirs will be well supported by a good audience. 

Thank you to all the members who participate in all our functions, we appreciate the time you 
spend preparing and rehearsing for these events. 

We would like to thank Templepatrick Women’s Institute for providing the very welcome 
morning tea/coffee and scones at all our functions. 

My thanks go to the Arts Committee who work well together in organising all our events. 
Thanks and appreciation to the office staff for all the work they do preparing for all the 
Festivals.  
 



 

Balmoral Sub-Committee Report – AGM 2026 – Janette Graham, Chair 

The Balmoral Sub-Committee would like to sincerely thank all members for your continued 
support of the Balmoral Show. 

This year, we are required to comply with new food allergen regulations. To meet these 
requirements, we have developed a set of approved recipes which must be used for all 
baking intended for the WI Tearoom and market stall. We kindly ask that only these recipes 
are followed, as it is essential that we maintain accurate records for all products sold. The 
event will be inspected by the Council, and full compliance is required. 

We greatly appreciate each member’s contribution to the bran tub and respectfully request a 
£10 donation per Institute towards the scones. Donations should be sent directly to WI 
Headquarters and clearly marked “Balmoral Scones”. 

Please ensure that all traybakes, cakes, and produce (such as jams, fudge, etc.) are given to 
your Executive Member in time for delivery by Tuesday, 12th May. 

With your continued support, we look forward to another successful show. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Homecraft Sub-Committee Report – AGM 2026 – Elizabeth McKinty, Chair 

It gives me great pleasure to submit my AGM Report as Homecraft Chairperson. Thanks to 

my Committee who have worked very hard this year promoting Homecraft and the WI at 

events. 

At the 2025 Balmoral Show, the Homecraft Committee raised £2,400 through the sale of 

knitted toys and other handcrafted items. Thanks to our members for making this possible by 

donating items for sale. Quoile Area provided the display of handicrafts. The competitions 

were well supported - the scarecrows in particular provided a very colourful display. 

In September 2025, we attended The City of Belfast Autumn Fair Flower Show in Botanic 

Gardens, Belfast. There were 15 displays entered, and the Homecraft items included a 

twiddle muff and a denim crossbody which were all beautifully worked and popular with the 

public. I am very pleased that the joint Homecraft and Home and Garden display was 

awarded Society Display of the Show.  

A One Day School was held and attended by 25 ladies. Classes were Italian Quilting, 

Cathedral Window Patchwork, a Sewing Machine Project and Unfinished. It was a lovely, 

relaxing day catching up with friends old and new.  

November was a busy month. 5 days were spent at the Knitting and Stitching Show. This 

gave us an opportunity to showcase the talents of members within the WI and also to 

promote the organisation to potential new members. 

A Christmas Craft Day was held in November. This was a fun and relaxing day where 

members got together to handcraft some Christmas decorations whilst enjoying mulled wine 

and mince pies. 

The FWINI are proud to partner the ICA in being awarded a Collective Soul of Ireland grant 

of €46,500 to promote and showcase heritage crafts at events countrywide. The work is in 



the planning stage. The Working Group has identified the crafts to be promoted. They are 

the wool craft of lumra, basketry, sprigging and Irish crochet.  

From September to March, 170 items were received for Homecraft Judging. The standard of 

entries remained high with 36 A+ and 104 A.  

59 Ribbons, 2 Full Circle and 3 Gold awards were obtained this year. 76 entries were 

received for Trophy Judging. 

Finally, I wish to thank Kathleen, Caroline and Emma-Jane for their support. 

 

 
Home and Garden Sub-Committee Report – AGM 2026 – Teresa Feeney, Chair 
 

It gives me great pleasure to present my report for Home and Garden. 
We are all looking forward to the longer evenings and the warmer weather. Easter is early 
this year, so fingers crossed. 
 
May 2025 saw us back at Balmoral with another successful Show. We had a great number 
of entries for our competitions and are hoping for the same this year. Competitions for this 
year are advertised in the Magazine and we look forward to seeing lots of entries. Once 
again, we are depending on the generosity of our fellow members. 
 
At the start of the season in September, we took part in The City of Belfast Autumn Fair 
Flower Show in Botanic Gardens, Belfast. Fourteen Institutes entered displays for the 
Competition. It was lovely to see so many different colourful entries and displays. Drumbeg 
won 1st overall. The WI also won The Belfast City Council Show Rossette for the Best 
Society Display Stand. 
 
One of our most popular events in the WI calendar is The Christmas Event which took place 
on Saturday, 22nd November 2025 in the Armagh City Hotel. Over 400 ladies attended. 
Phil from Yew Cottage Gardens showed us his flower arranging skills. He answered many 
questions and shared lots of tips. Another focal point of the day was a Fashion Show with 
SD Kells suppling the fashion. The models were our very own WI members and friends. 
After lunch, we had a very informative talk by Jack Wilson of Loughgall Honey. He presented 
the fascinating world of bees and the production of his handmade products. 
Our chosen charity for this event was Women’s Aid and, as always members, were very 
generous in their support of this charity. The Competition was ‘A Hand Made Christmas 
Card’ which was won by Linda Brown of Moneymore WI. The event also featured our special 

Christmas tree – a crocheted tree created by Culmore WI and members of the Home and 

Garden Sub-Committee. 
 
Plans are underway for this year’s Christmas Event, which is all set to take place on 
Saturday, 14th November 2026 in the Armagh City Hotel. Details in upcoming Magazines. 
 
Home and Garden look forward to another successful year. 
 
I would like to thank my Committee for all their hard work over the past year and to Kathleen 
Caroline and Emma-Jane in the office who do great work. 
 
 

 
 
International Sub-Committee Report – AGM 2026 – Ruth Carroll, Chair 
 
On our return from the ACWW European Conference, we were delighted to report on a very 
successful Conference. Our winner of the Mary Boyd Competition from Waringstown WI was 
also the winner of the European Competition of a bookmark made in beautiful 
Carrickmacross Lace. We are delighted to present Patricia Kennedy with the Mary Boyd 



Trophy at the AGM. The next European Conference is planned for Iceland in 2028 so look 
out for further details on the ACWW website. 
 
At Rural Women's Day, Ethel Simpson (Carnlough WI) presented the International Sub-
Committee with a generous cheque for £1,000. It was decided that £500 of this donation 
should go to Women's Refuge and £500 should go to Flourish. Thank you very much for 
your hard work ladies, I know this effort will be very much appreciated by these 
organisations. 
 
2026 has been designated as the Year of the Woman Farmer by United Nations. ACWW 
has included some reports by women farmers on their website. One of the submissions is 
from Rhoda Farrelly and other members are invited to add in their experiences as well. 
11 of our members are planning to attend the Triennial World Conference in Ottawa, Canada 
(26th April to 1st May 2026). We will be voting for our new European President and World 
President as well as a number of resolutions. This will be the first attendance at a World 
Conference for 3 of our members and we are really looking forward to participating in this 
event. Our attendees are asked to bring toiletries with them to support the Canadian 
Women's Refuge, we plan to buy these toiletries when we arrive in Canada to save 
transport, so any donations are gratefully received. We will also be bringing some small 
items of craft work which will be donated to a sales table and sold to raise funds for ACWW. 
The Craft Competition is an adult apron with a bib and at least one pocket which will be 
entered in the Mary Boyd Competition for next year. All entries will make their way to 
Canada to be sold for ACWW funds. 
 
Our collection of toiletries has been delivered to Flourish who gratefully received our 
donation. While speaking to Jill, she told us that there are over 200 adults and 75 children 
who receive support from Flourish and our donations were especially welcome as Flourish 
were down to their very last supplies. Some Institutes have had Flourish to speak at their 
meetings and Maghaberry WI have been busy sewing bags and filling them with toiletries for 
trafficked people. 
 
Finally, I am extremely grateful to the members of the International Sub-Committee for all 
their hard work over the past year and look forward to travelling to Canada for the World 
Conference.  
 
Thank you also goes to Kathleen, Caroline and Emma-Jane for their help and support which 
has been very much appreciated. 
 
 

 

Magazine and Leisure Sub-Committee Report – AGM 2026 – Christine Rankin, Chair 

The Magazine and Leisure Sub-Committee are responsible for the publication of our monthly 

magazine, the Ulster Countrywoman and the organisation and running of the following sporting 

events and competitions: 

Sporting Events: Bowls, Quiz and Golf. 

Competitions: Photography, Literary, Scrapbook, Best Magazine Cover, Best Magazine 

Article and Best Poem in the Magazine. 

A total of four editions of the Ulster Countrywoman have been produced to date – September, 

Autumn, Christmas, Spring and there will be a bumper issue for the Summer edition. WIs are 

now invoiced for their magazines in October for the year. Please note that once invoices are 

issued, a WI cannot decrease an order but may increase its order as and when required. Our 

Editor, Caroline does an excellent job in producing informative and interesting magazines from 

the articles sent in by WI members. The complimentary remarks reflect her expertise. 

The Spring edition is available from the end of March. Members are always encouraged to 

submit interesting and unique articles, not necessarily all WI related, along with photographs 

including those for the front cover. To assist the Editor, we would be grateful if you could send 



in your content well in advance of the deadlines, keep to the word count where applicable and 

no blurry photographs – these cannot be used. Due to the volume of items sent in for the 

magazine, not all photographs or articles can make it into the magazine but they may appear 

on the FWINI Facebook page, on Instagram or on the website. 

The Monthly Quiz continues to be well-supported and our annual Fireside Quiz is greatly 

enjoyed by the membership. The Phyllis Gaily Literary Competition has attracted a large 

number of entries and we are delighted with the number of Scrapbook entries this year – the 

winners will be announced today at the AGM, including the winners of the Quoile Trophy (Best 

Magazine Cover) and Mourne Cup for the Best Poem. 

Congratulations to all the winners and runners-up in the competitions and to all those who 

enter the competitions supporting the Magazine and Leisure Sub-Committee. 

Up and coming events: 

--Bowls Tournament – competing for the Milk Marketing Board Silver Salver on Saturday, 

11th April 2026, Annaghmore Parish Church Hall, Moy starting 10:00am sharp – tea/coffee & 

scones served from 9:30am. 

--Quiz Final – Thursday, 21st May 2026, Kells & Connor Presbyterian Church Hall, starting 

7:30pm sharp. Teams need to be registered by 7:15pm. 

--Golfer of the Year – Monday, 22ndJune 2026 at Gracehill Golf Club.   

Photographic Competition title ‘The Colour Red’ closing date for entries: Monday, 6th July 

2026  

Details of these competitions, closing dates and winners are published in the magazine, WI 

Facebook page and on the website.  

The Ulster Countrywoman is the magazine of the Federation of the WIs of Northern Ireland 

and as such is the showcase of what we do. The magazine is not only enjoyed by its members 

but also sent to family and friends abroad, as well as the businesses and organisations who 

advertise within it. An excellent read, keeping the WI ‘connected’. 

 


