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HOSTED BY THE HOME AND GARDEN SUB-COMMITTEE:

Preliminary itinerary:

There will be tea/coffee & scones 
on arrival, a delicious seasonal 

lunch, a selection of stalls for your 
perusal, a ballot with lots of lovely 
prizes to be won and a programme 
of entertainment featuring several 

creative guest demonstrators – plus 
lots more fun, festive treats in store!

  

More information, including the 
day’s full itinerary, details of the 

demonstrators and the ticket 
application procedure will  

be published in the next edition  
of the magazine.

THE CHRISTMAS EVENT 2026
Celebrate Christmas WI Style…
With Cookery, Craft, Craic &  
lots of Christmas cheer!

 Save the date:
Saturday, 14th November 2026
Armagh City Hotel
(2 Friary Road, Armagh, BT60 4FR)
9:00am – 4:30pm
Ticket: £40.00 pp 
Competition:
Competing for the Romanian Platter,  
members are being challenged to: 
Handcraft a knitted or  
crocheted Christmas Santa! 
(no taller than 30cm)

 Wartime Memories at Ballyblack WI
At a recent meeting, the Ballyblack ladies welcomed representatives from the NI War Memorial Museum.  Michael 
Burns spoke about the impact of the Second World War in Ards and North Down and related that the air raid targeting 
Newtownards Airfield was one of the worst outside Belfast. Michael played original recordings of childhood memories 
including one by the late Deirdre Cochrane, a founder member of Ballyblack WI. These recordings sparked many other 
recollections by guests and members who shared stories that had been passed down through the years. Educational 
officer, Rebecca Waterson challenged the ladies to identify a number of puzzling artefacts to win a small prize. The 
audience appreciated this interactive approach and sensory experience within the presentation. 

In conclusion, Michael and Rebecca appealed for others to get in touch to continue this important World War Two oral history 
project.  
Do you have memories of the Second World War?
If you or someone you know would like to share their memories of Northern Ireland during the Second World War, please contact our 
Research Officer Michael by telephoning 07588 634 847 or emailing projects@niwarmemorial.org for more information. 
You can also check out the website: www.niwarmemorial.org

Pictured in the WWII themed group photo are President Catherine  
Champion, Michael Burns, Kerri Mumford (aka Rosie the Riveter!),  

Rebecca Waterson, Joan Moore and Elizabeth Lemon.

Birthday Girl, Heather Whiteford and competition winner, Kerri 
Mumford receiving gifts from President Catherine Champion. 

(Spring flowers provided by Margaret Carson).


